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CONFIDENTIAL PRETORIA 0259 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: CASC, EAIR, AO 

SUBJECT: RELEASE BY ANGOLANS OF U.S. REGISTERED AIRCRAFT 
AND PILOT 

REF: STATE 7040 

1 . EMBASSY ECON OFFICER CONTACTED HEWARTSON JANUARY 12 
TO CLARIFY QUESTION OF FINE FOR RELEASE OF AIRCRAFT (REFTEL). 
HEWARTSON STATED THAT ONCE HE PROVED THAT HE WAS 
SOUTH AFRICAN AND NOT AMERICAN, ANGOLAN OFFICIALS HAD 
BEEN PREPARED TO RELEASE HIM, BUT HE WAS TOLD RELEASE OF 
PLANE WOULD REQUIRE PAYMENT OF PENALTY, AMOUNT OF WHICH 
WAS NEVER SPECIFIED. HEWARTSON STATES THAT AT INSISTENCE 
OF ANGOLAN OFFICIALS, HE, ON VARIOUS OCCASIONS AND FOR 
VARIOUS PURPOSES (E.G., CABLES), GAVE THEM EIGHT SIGNED 
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CHECKS DRAWN ON HIS PERSONAL RAND ACCOUNT WITH A SOUTH 
AFRICAN BANK WITH THE AMOUNT LEFT BLANK. HE DOES NOT 
RECALL ANY ONE OF THESE WAS SPECIFICALLY DESIGNATED TO 
COVER "FINE" BUT ALL WERE ASSOCIATED WITH FEES TO GET 
HIM AND PLANE OUT. FACT AMOUNT LEFT BLANK DID NOT 
GREATLY CONCERN HIM AS THERE WERE ONLY LIMITED FUNDS IN 
THE ACCOUNT, AND HE DOUBTED BANK WOULD HONOR THEM. 
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HEWARTSON MET ITALIAN AMBASSADOR IUST BEFORE DEPARTURE 
FROM LUANDA AND WAS TOLD BY HIM THAT SUM OF MONEY HAD 
BEEN PAID FOR RELEASE OF AIRCRAFT. HEWARTSON STATED THE 
AMOUNT PAID WAS NOT SPECIFIED AND HE HEARD OF TEN 
THOUSAND DOLLAR FIGURE ONLY AFTER HE HAD LEFT ANGOLA. 

2. COMMENT: HEWARTSON RESISTED USE OF WORD "FINE" TO 
DESCRIBE PAYMENTS MADE, BUT THERE APPEARS LITTLE QUES- 
TION THAT HE WAS AWARE THAT AIRCRAFT RELEASE WAS DE- 
PENDENT ON PAYMENT OF SOME MONEY TO GOA. POSSIBLY 
ANGOLANS WROTE FIGURE OF R8,700 INTO ONE OF CHECKS HE 
HAD SIGNED AND GAVE IT TO ITALIAN AMBASSADOR IN EX- 
CHANGE FOR $10,000. IN THIS EVENT, SINCE SUCH 
HEWARTSON CHECK WILL NOT CLEAR, LISLE WOULD PRESUMABLY 
NEED TO REIMBURSE ITALIANS. END COMMENT 

3. IN REGARD TO OVERALL EPISODE, HEWARTSON REITERATED 
THAT HE HAD RECEIVED CLEARANCE FOR OVERFLIGHT VIA RADIO 
FROM LUANDA AIR CONTROL. HE STATED HE WAS THIRTY MILES 
OUT TO SEA WHEN INTERCEPTED. WHEN HE LATER POINTED THIS 
OUT TO CUBANS WHO QUESTIONED HIM, HE WAS TOLD THAT GOA 
CLAIMS IURISDICTION OVER ALL AIRSPACE OFF ANGOLAN COAST 
COVERED BY ANGOLAN AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL SECTOR. AT SOME 
POINTS, THIS REPORTEDLY EXTENDS NEARLY 300 MILES OUT TO 
SEA. HEWARTSON FELT STRONGLY THAT HE HAD BEEN INTER- 
CEPTED ONLY BECAUSE AIRCRAFT WAS AMERICAN REGISTERED. 
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IN SUPPORT OF THIS. HE POINTED OUT THAT HE HAD MADE 
SAME TRIP THREE MONTHS AGO IN SOUTH AFRICAN REGISTERED 
AIRCRAFT WITHOUT PROBLEM AND ONCE HE PROVED HE WAS 
SOUTH AFRICAN, ANGOLANS WERE WILLING TO RELEASE HIM. 

HE BELIEVES ANY U.S. REGISTERED AIRCRAFT IS IN 

POTENTIAL DANGER FLYING ANYWHERE NEAR ANGOLAN COAST. BOWDLER 
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